
 
 

FACT SHEET – 2021-2022 

 

Background: 54 years ago, in 1967, a group of women formed Las Candalistas (“Candle 

Lighters”) to serve as a non-profit fundraising auxiliary of the Child Guidance Clinic of the 

South Bay Children’s Health Center. Since its inception, the group has expanded and has 

now donated millions of dollars to numerous organizations that focus on helping children 

and/or the environment in the South Bay. 

 

In the beginning, Las Candalistas sold candles to raise funds. As our enthusiasm grew, a 

mutual interest in ecology and the environment gave rise to a Walk on the Wild Side 

spring fundraising event. The first Walk was held in 1969 on a hillside in the Portuguese 

Bend area of the Palos Verdes Peninsula because the location so beautifully displayed the 

splendor of our natural surroundings. The first crowd of 300 guests dined at a tailgate 

luncheon prepared by the members and served on their best silver, including candelabras. 

Guests were led on nature walks where members served as docents explaining the natural 

flora, fauna and history of the area. The event raised $3,000. With that initial Walk came 

a dedication to service and community, which has endowed Las Candalistas with its 

unique identity. In 1989, our increasing success led Las Candalistas to become an 

independent philanthropic 501(c)(3) corporation.  

 

Our next fundraising event will be held October 30th, 2021 at the Empty Saddle Club in 

Rolling Hills Estates. Our annual Spring fundraising event is planned for April 2022. 

 

In addition to direct monetary grants, Las Candalistas collects and distributes food, 

clothing, educational materials and other essential items for our philanthropies 

throughout the year. 

 

2020/21 Charities: In the fall of 2020, Las Candalistas members selected the following 

philanthropies to receive a large portion of the proceeds from the 2020-2021 fundraising 

events: Community’s Child, Family Promise of the South Bay, and 1736 Family Crisis 

Center. A similar process will occur in October-November 2021. 

 

Las Candalistas is a non-profit 501(c)(3) California corporation Tax ID #95-4270483. 
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